Nearly one-fifth of the bylaws of NAME are concerned with this subject. Our bylaws define what we as an organization consider to be proper ethical behavior and define the penalties for not working within those boundaries. As forensic pathologists and death investigators, our work must be of the highest quality. Our families depend on our answers for closure on the death of a loved one. The law enforcement community and courts depend on our accuracy and integrity in presenting our findings to assist in bringing persons who cause fatal injury to others to justice. The community as a whole must trust that our findings are based in empiric science and sound principles, devoid of personal biases and opinions. The current issue of Academic Forensic Pathology focusses on this most important aspect of our work. The spectrum of articles in this issue ranges from the obvious and (unfortunately) commonplace concerns regarding the ethical dilemmas of working as a retained expert witness to the seldom considered issues of how we train our upcoming colleagues in the ramifications of proper ethical conduct. As with all of the past issues of our Journal, this promises to be a thought provoking discussion of a subject at the core of our work. Many of the articles in the current issue are invited reviews. Others are submitted by members such as all of you. As has been noted in previous Presidential messages, it is important to recognize that Academic Forensic Pathology is our Journal. All members need to consider submission of important work in our field for consideration of publication. In order to remain a success, the Journal needs to continue to receive timely, thought provoking, evidence-based, and scholarly submissions. The Journal can only be as good as we all make it as a community.
Since my last communication in this venue in early June, NAME has continued to make progress on the national front. In July NAME sent a letter to the Senate and House Appropriations Committees and individual members of Congress to support funding for support for federal funding of forensic science improvement programs through the National Institute of Justice (NIJ) at the Department of Justice (DOJ), National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) at the Department of Commerce (DOC), and the National Science Foundation (NSF). Later that month, Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education approved its fiscal year (FY) 2014 appropriation bill that provides $18.5 million for expansion of the National Violent Death Reporting System (NVDRS), a program which NAME was involved with for many years. This is an increase of $15 million over current funding. Additional progress on the FY 2014 Appropriations funding levels and program details include:
• Coverdell grants would be funded at $15 million, $3 million more than last year's FY 13 presequestration level.
• The forensic science initiative, which NAME supported, would be funded at $11 million − $2 million more than the President's FY 14 budget request. This package would include:
• $6 million to DOJ − $1 million to support the joint DOJ-NIST Forensic Science Advisory Committee, and $5 million to be transferred to the National Science Foundation to develop forensic science research centers.
• $10 million to NIST for forensic science work-$5 million would fund work in the area of forensics (not counted toward the $11 million total mentioned above), and $5 million would fund forensic measurement science research that NIST would conduct in consultation with DOJ and NSF. Additionally, there was language requiring that NIST use some of its funding to support Centers of Excellence that would help to facilitate collaboration between NIST, academic, and industry specialists. I was able to address multiple issues during the nearly two hour hearing, including the recommendations of the 2009 the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) report and specifically, the support of NAME for national standards, certification, and accreditation. I stressed that NAME, the American Board of Medicolegal Death Investigators and the American Board of Pathology have had standards and rigorous certification and accreditation requirements for many years. I pointed out to the Senators the lack of funding for forensic sciences and forensic pathology in particular. I encouraged support for providing incentive funds to states in order to ensure that death investigations systems in the country are all of uniform excellence. I pointed out the extreme shortage of forensic pathologists in the country and encouraged support and funding for training programs. Finally, I advocated for basic and applied research in forensic science and forensic pathology in particular. I encourage all members to view the hearing video and read the prepared remarks. Please reach out to your Congress members in support of our initiatives and particularly in support of both Senator Rockefeller's bill (SB 3378) and Senator Leahy's similar proposed legislation (SB 132). NAME continues to have active involvement in several of the Scientific Working Groups (SWG) currently assessing and making recommendations on forensic issues. Of special interest is the SWGMDI (Medicolegal Death Investigation). I encourage all members to take an interest in the various reports and recommendations which have been published. These are available on the SWGMDI and NAME web sites. Please read them carefully and consider submitting comments on the SWGMDI website. Without the input and comments of practitioners such as all of you, many of these documents may be accepted by the federal government as applicable to all of our practices without revision. Please take an active role in shaping the future of forensics.
I welcome any comments or suggestions that any NAME member may choose to bring to my attention, and would boldly speak for my fellow officers and Executive Committee members in offering an open door to any of them also. All of our email addresses are listed on the NAME website. We are here to listen and serve you as your representatives. It is a pleasure and honor to represent such an excellent organization of professionals.
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